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Mission Statement 

Our mission is to be a happy, caring and compassionate Catholic community where each child’s 

gifts are developed to the full and the foundations for lifelong learning are laid down. 

Everyone will be supported, nurtured and inspired to be the very best they can be and to 

persevere to overcome life’s challenges. 

With God’s help, we will educate our children to live safely and responsibly, to care for His 

wonderful creation and to live their lives through the example of Jesus and the values of the 

Gospel. 

 

Learning and Teaching Policy 

Rationale 

At St Dunstan’s Catholic Primary School we believe that effective learning stems 

from good teaching. Our Learning and Teaching policy aims to ensure that the 

children at our school are provided with high quality learning experiences that lead 

to a consistently high level of pupil enjoyment and achievement. This policy is in 

keeping with the school’s Mission Statement.  
 

Our Learning and Teaching policy sets out clear expectations, provides a standard 

uniform approach, can be easily monitored and ensures equal opportunity for all our 

pupils. 

 

Purpose 

We believe that people learn best in different ways. At our school we provide a rich 

and varied learning environment that allows pupils to develop their skills and 

abilities to their full potential. 

 

Through our teaching we aim to: 

 provide a disciplined, challenging yet caring atmosphere where children develop 

confidence, moral awareness, a sense of responsibility, inquiring minds and 

discover how best to learn; 
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 enable children to become confident, resourceful, inquiring and independent 

learners; 

 foster children’s self-esteem and help them build positive relationships with 

other people; 

 develop children’s self-respect and encourage children to respect the ideas, 

attitudes, values and feelings of others; 

 enable children to understand their community and help them feel valued as part 

of this community; 

 help children grow into reliable, independent and positive citizens for the world 

that they live in. 

 

Our understanding 

We take into account different forms of intelligence ensuring wherever possible 

that every learner is given the best possible opportunity to learn effectively. 

 

At St Dunstan’s, an effective learner has some or all of the following attributes and 

behaviours: 

 An “I can do” attitude; 

 Is motivated, positive and wants to learn; 

 Is curious and full of questions; 

 Can be independent and proactive in their learning; 

 Links ideas and understanding and can use others’ ideas too; 

 Perseveres and is resilient; 

 Takes risks and is prepared to be wrong; 

 Listens carefully; 

 Reflects on and evaluates their learning; 

 Learns from their mistakes and always wants to improve. 

 

We encourage children to take responsibility for their own learning, to be involved 

as far as possible in reviewing the way they learn, and to reflect on how they learn – 

what helps them learn and what makes it difficult for them to learn. 

 

Effective learning requires effective teaching. When teaching we focus on 

motivating the children and building on their skills, knowledge and understanding of 

the curriculum. We use the school curriculum map which sets out what is taught to 

each year group. 

 

For effective learning to take place we expect that lessons would involve some or all 

of the following attributes and behaviours: 

 Effective prior preparation and planning resulting in a purposeful, well prepared 

learning opportunity; 

 A clear learning question shared with the children both visually and auditory; 



 
St. Dunstan’s Catholic Primary School, Onslow Crescent, Woking GU22 7AX 

Learning and Teaching Policy 

Page 3 of 5 

 A clear link to previous and future learning; 

 A clear contextual link to the learning; 

 Clear criteria for success in the learning by the end of the lesson; 

 Time for reflection on the learning; 

 Appropriate challenge for all children; 

 Teacher modelling good learning; 

 Well planned resources; 

 Good questioning; 

 Pace; 

 Enthusiasm; 

 Fun and relevance; 

 Excellent behaviour management; 

 Opportunities for independent learning. 

 

Our approach to effective learning and teaching 

 Our teaching is based on our knowledge of children’s level of attainment and we 

have high expectations of all children.  

 We set targets for the children in mathematics and literacy in each academic 

year and we share these targets in a meaningful way with the children and with 

their parents at parent teacher meetings. We formally review the progress of 

each child termly and may set revised targets. 

 Next steps in literacy and numeracy are shared with pupils to support their 

progress. 

 Lessons are planned with clear learning questions and we reflect on learning in 

all lessons so that we constantly look for opportunities to improve our teaching. 

 Our staff make a special effort to establish good working relationships with all 

children in the class. We treat the children with kindness and respect. We treat 

them fairly and give them equal opportunities to take part in class activities.  

 Teaching Assistants provide valuable support to our teachers and pupils in a 

variety of ways. The class teacher will seek to maximise their impact by 

ensuring that the Teaching Assistant has planning in advance of the lesson and 

has all the necessary information to carry out their role effectively. The 

Teaching Assistant will ensure that they are familiar with the lesson plans and 

seek clarification on any points as required, prior to the lesson.  

 All staff reflect on their practice and are actively encouraged to continually 

improve their practice through continuing professional development. 

 

Our Learning Environment 

We believe that a stimulating environment sets the climate for learning, and an 

exciting classroom promotes independent use of resources and high-quality work by 

the children.  
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We always aim to ensure that each classroom provides a learning environment that 

is attractive, well ordered, well resourced, welcoming and safe. 

 

Our learning environments are organised to ensure that the children have the 

opportunity to learn in different ways. These include: 

 investigation and problem solving; 

 research and finding out; 

 developing collaborative working skills through group work or paired work; 

 independent work; 

 whole-class work; 

 asking and answering questions, using higher order questioning and probing 

questions; 

 use of ICT; 

 creative activities;  

 designing and making things; 

 role play and presentations 

 practical and physical activities;  

 making good use of opportunities for educational visits and for visitors which 

are relevant and meaningful to the children’s’ learning. 

 

Personal development, well-being and financial awareness are encouraged through 

EPR lessons as well as a variety of fund raising events and links with overseas 

schools. 

 

Achievement 

We take every opportunity to celebrate achievement in learning through: 

 displays of work; 

 opportunities to perform or share; 

 certificates and rewards. 

 

The Role of Parents and Carers 

We recognise parents as the first educators of their children. We believe that 

parents have a fundamental role to play in helping children to learn. We inform 

parents about what and how their children are learning by: 

 Holding parents’ consultation meetings with teachers twice a year to discuss 

progress and next steps for the future.  

 The provision of a full written report of their child’s educational and social 

progress at the end of each school year. 

 Holding an annual Evening of Achievement to allow parents to view the school 

and see the work of different classes and termly Partners in Learning 

afternoons when parents may visit their child’s class. 
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 Providing topic webs for each year group each half term in which we outline the 

topics that the children will be studying during that period at school and also 

providing ideas for how parents can help their children at home; 

 Holding parent information meetings each year at which particular areas of the 

curriculum are explored in a practical way and ideas given for how parents can 

help and support their children with their learning. 

 Using a Virtual Learning Environment to share what children have been learning 

at school. 

 

We believe that parents have the responsibility to support their children’s learning 

and encourage them to ensure that:  

 their child has the best attendance and punctuality record possible (recognising 

that, in particular, holidays during term time interrupt their child’s learning and 

should be avoided); 

 their child is equipped for school with the correct named uniform and PE kit; 

 they inform the school if there are matters outside of school that are likely to 

affect a child’s happiness, progress or behaviour at school; 

 they promote a positive attitude towards school and learning in general; 

 they fulfil the requirements set out in our Home School Agreement. 

 

 

Monitoring and Review 

We are aware of the need to review this learning and teaching policy regularly so 

that we can take account of new initiatives, changes in the curriculum, 

developments in technology or changes to the physical environment of the school. 

We will review our policy annually. 


