
Early Number
Reception and Year 1



• What do we do in school?

• What does the curriculum look like?

• Useful resources

• How you can help at home 



The curriculum in school 

• NCETM focusing on number sense

• Number blocks to support our learning

• Books and manipulatives 

• White Rose scheme of learning



How do we learn in our Maths lessons 
in school?

• Whole class sessions each day on the carpet
• Cross-curricular table top activities and outdoors
• Lots of talking
• Thinking
• Self-discovery
• Problem solving
• Using manipulatives
• Asking questions Real-life learning
• Practical and engaging lessons - fascinators!
• Pre-teach and small group sessions



Development Matters Statements Early Learning Goal 

The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum 



Year One National Curriculum Overview



Reception Vocabulary Year One Vocabulary

Number
zero one, two, three 
count, count (up) to, count on (from, to), count 
back (from, to) forwards, backwards,
the same as, more, less odd, even fewer pattern, 
number bonds subitising, subitise.

Place value 
ones tens, the same number as, as many as 
more, larger, bigger, greater, fewer, smaller, less 
fewest, smallest, least most, biggest, largest, 
greatest one more, one less, compare, order size 
first, second, third, last, after, next, between

Number
zero one, two, three 
count, count (up) to, count on (from, to), count 
back (from, to) forwards, backwards,
the same as, more, less odd, even fewer pattern, 
number bonds.

Place value 
ones tens, the same number as, as many as 
more, larger, bigger, greater, fewer, smaller, less 
fewest, smallest, least most, biggest, largest, 
greatest one more, one less, compare, order size 
first, second, third, last, after, next, between, 
before, after, order, ordinal

Addition Subtraction
number line, add, more, addition, make, sum, 
total, altogether, equals, equal to, number 
sentence, part whole, subtract, subtraction, take 
away



Number Sense and Place Value

In Reception the children develop a deep understanding of number and 
number relationships .









Early addition and subtraction 
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Physical resources 



Maths books



How you can help at home 

Number formation 

• Model number writing and reading in different ways: Lists, tracing, 
birthday cards, buses, front doors, recipes, in books, phones 

• Number hunts

• Write in sand, with your finger on the carpet, paint, make numbers 
with play dough, on a whiteboard, on paper, post it notes, on a tablet



How you can help at home? 
Counting

• Counting – in everyday conversation, in play, steps, brushing teeth,
toys in the bath, tidying toys, laying the table

• Subitising – with teddies, spoons, socks , dice, coins

• Ordering numbers – flashcards, post it notes, lining up toys 

• Number bonds – in the car, with teddies/toys , using different colours or 
patterns to see the two parts.

• Addition and subtraction – include it in everyday conversation, cooking 



How you can help at home? 

Games

• Snakes and ladders
• Board games
• Card games – snap, pairs 
• Number hunts
• Hide and seek 
• Bingo 
• Link it to fine motor activities
• Counting songs  



How you can help at home? 

In Reception and Year One we have a weekly challenge on 
google classroom linked to the learning taking place in 
school.

The children also have a login to Numbots. This is a 
motivational game where children can progress throughout a 
story and apply their mathematical skills. 



Useful websites
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zks4kmn?fbclid=IwAR357cwmtmUmaOnHhRVPR5Az4k5OvKP6lrsYs9ZoYAadD5nfcOLzz0GHb

CI BBC bitesize has lots of links to activities, games and videos all about maths and other areas of the curriculum 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx Nursery rhymes 

Early Years Maths - Topmarks Search. Online games for shape and counting, matching and ordering.

https://numbots.com/

https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/1-minute-maths

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks

Early Years Foundation Stage Activities (maths.org)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zks4kmn?fbclid=IwAR357cwmtmUmaOnHhRVPR5Az4k5OvKP6lrsYs9ZoYAadD5nfcOLzz0GHbCI
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-songs-index/zhwdgwx
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/Search.aspx?Subject=16&AgeGroup=1
https://numbots.com/
https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/1-minute-maths
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/numberblocks
https://nrich.maths.org/13371

