
Home Learning
Independence and confidence



AIMS

Outline the aims of 
home learning at St 
Dunstan's

01
Talk through how 
teachers and year 
groups organise 
home learning to 
achieve these aims

02
Share strategies to 
support children 
with independence 
and confidence

03



HOME LEARNING @ 
St Dunstan's

St Dunstan’s is committed to:
• providing a broad 

learning experience.
• building good learning habits
• working with parents to 

support children



Parental Support

•Children who have 
parental support and 
encouragement have better long-
term learning outcomes.
•
•VALUE
•REGULATE



SELF-REGULATION



Planning

What is the end point going to look like? What 
is the goal of this task?

Have you completed something similar before 
and how did it go?

Where is the best place to start?

Do you need extra resources to help you?



Monitoring

How are you doing?

Is there something you could change to help you 
reach the goal?

What has gone well so far?

Do you need to take a break and come back to this 
later?



Evaluating and PRAISING

How did it go?

Did you reach the goal set at the start?

Is there a technique you would use differently next time?

Did you start in the right place?

How would you do this differently next time?



MOTIVATION:

THINK OUT LOUD

Be the TEACHER

PROMPT and PROBE

Choices



HOME 
LEARNING 
@ St 
Dunstan's

Home learning is a continuation of learning at 
school.

Opportunities will include consolidation or 
activating learning challenges.

Basic skills rehearsal

Work is valued as it is part of the learning process 
in school.

Time off is as valued as learning, only Key Stage 2 
has formal set home learning and challenges are short.

St Dunstan’s is committed 
to providing a broad
learning experience.



Example Year 
6

Activating 
prior Learning



Example Year 
5 consolidation



Value the learning
What is your home learning- how did this link to 
your learning?

How might this help in your school learning?



Short Focused Learning 
activities

• Year 3: 1 x 15 minutes of a short focused task, 
linked to learning and something that will be 
used in the classroom.

• Year 4: 2 x 15 minutes of short focused tasks 
linked to learning and something that will be 
used in the classroom

• Year 5: 2 x 20 minutes of short focused tasks 
linked to learning and something that will be 
used in the classroom. A longer project - that will 
develop independent learning habits.

• Year 6: 3 x 20 minutes of short focused tasks 
linked to learning and something that will be 
used in the classroom. Longer projects that will 
further develop independent learning habits.



• “Sustained attention tasks 
put pressure on the human 
cognitive system. This is not 
because the tasks themselves 
are complex or difficult to 
perform. Instead, it is the 
maintenance of attention on a 
relatively mundane or 
monotonous task that creates 
the difficulty, leading to 
performance degradation 
over time.” (Gartenberg et al, 
2018)



WHERE AND WHEN:
Getting the right environment

HOW DO I STUDY 
BEST AT HOME?

WHERE DO I FOCUS 
WELL?

WHAT TIME IS 
GOOD FOR ME?

DO I NEED HELP TO 
GET STARTED?



Getting the routine

•Have a plan.

•Time bonds



BASIC SKILLS



Home Learning Expectations

All KS2 pupils will be 
provided with a home 
learning timetable at the 
start of the year and will 
be available on Google 
Classroom.

01
There will be no home 
learning set during school 
holidays. Though some 
projects may span a half 
term.

02
Home Learning will 
usually be set during the 
first full week of term and 
the last piece of home 
learning will be set in the 
penultimate full week of 
each term.

03
Children will receive the 
necessary examples of 
methods where 
appropriate.

04



Key Take 
Homes
- you set the 
tone.

The peacekeeper.

• It can be frustrating, they are procrastinating, 
making mistakes you just corrected a moment ago 
KEEP CALM Keep your cool on those occasions when 
tensions and frustrations bubble over!

• Set the routine - where , when.

The motivator

• Praise and value the learning.

• Build in time for conversations.

• Work alongside them, do quizzes with 
them. Children love to ‘beat the teacher’ they will 
equally love beat the parent.

The Monitor:

• Evaluate how your child has done. You do have to 
keep tabs on the home learning but you don't need to 
correct everything.

It’s your child’s work, not yours.


